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What are the SBAC Power Standards? 

The answer to this question is not so straightforward. This reflects the idea that the standards are 

interrelated and build upon each other. To this end, SBAC’s blueprints all focus on assessment 

claims and targets rather than individual standards. SBAC documentation does not use the term 

“power standards.” The following document summarizes the main concepts described in the SBAC 

documentation. 

Math 

According to the CCSS documentation, the following are the major work for each grade: 

 In grades K–2: Concepts, skills, and problem solving related to addition and subtraction 

 In grades 3–5: Concepts, skills, and problem solving related to multiplication and division of 

whole numbers and fractions 

 In grade 6: Ratios and proportional relationships, and early algebraic expressions and 

equations 

 In grade 7: Ratios and proportional relationships, and arithmetic of rational numbers 

 In grade 8: Linear algebra and linear functions 

The following is a link to the SBAC summative assessment blueprints: 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2015/02/Mathematics_Blueprint.pdf 

In math, the first SBAC claim is dedicated to concepts and procedures. The computer-adaptive 

tests are based on this claim. This document is full of charts like the following. In this chart you can 

see which clusters are identified as Priority for grade 3 and which are Supporting. There are 

separate charts for each grade. 
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This chart tells us the following: 

 There will be 17-20 total items for the Concepts and Procedures claim; all of these will be 

computer delivered (CAT), and none are assessed as performance tasks (PT). 

 Because this is computer-adapted, the number of items for each cluster is not fixed. So for each 

cluster, a range is given. 

 From this example, it is clear that not every standard in every cluster will be assessed during 

the summative assessment. 

Which standards are in each cluster? 

Identifying the targets in math is very simple. Each cluster forms a target. In this example, the 

cluster/target is "Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division." It includes 

4 standards. 

 

 

 

ELA 

For ELA, standard 1 needs to be considered in the context of all the other standards. That is, all 

standards require students to use textual evidence. On assessments, we always make sure that 

standard 1 is represented. 

Additionally, all the ELA standards build to standard 10; that is, all students should be reading and 

writing broadly. It is not possible to assess standard 10 in a single assessment. 

The following is a link to the SBAC summative assessment blueprints: 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/ELA_Blueprint.pdf 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/ELA_Blueprint.pdf
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In this document there are lots of charts like the following. From this chart you can see the titles of 

14 Reading targets* and most of the Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Research targets. 

 

:  

This chart tells us that there are up to 60 computer-adaptive items (CAT). These items are divided 

into Machine Scored and Short Text (short constructed response).  

From this example, it is clear that not every standard in every cluster will be assessed during the 

summative assessment. 

What are the Targets? 

This document provides a complete description of the claims and targets and includes the lists 

below:                                                                             http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2015/03/ELA_Content_Specs.pdf 
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Which standards are in each Target?  

This document tells which standards belong to each target: 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Appendix-B-ELA-

Content-Specs-082015.pdf 

The following example shows that Reading Target 3, Analysis within or across texts, contains 

three standards.  

In ELA, it is important to note that a standard may belong to more than one Target. 
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